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ALPHA RHO CHI FRATERNITY 

IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
NEWSLETTER SPRING/SUMMER 2013 

 

ON TO CHICAGO!  IKTINOS LEADS THE WAY 

 

Iktinos will host a 100
th

 anniversary celebration in Ann Arbor the weekend of 17, 18 and 

19 January, 2014.  The Centennial Committee consisting of actives and alumni has been 

hard at work making plans.  On Friday evening there will be a Greek-themed wine tasting 

accompanied by small plates open to alums (and actives over 21).  There will also be a 

wine raffle.  Tickets will be sold via the newsletter as well as during the weekend.  On 

Saturday afternoon the actives will take alums on a tour of the architecture school 

followed by a box lunch and speakers on the Taubman School of Architecture, the role of 

the alumni associations in APX and the development in the city of Ann Arbor.  The 

Committee has reserved the Ballroom at the Michigan League for the White Rose 

Banquet on Saturday evening.  The evening will begin with cocktails and appetizers, an 

opportunity to socialize and to peruse the Iktinos archival display.  After welcome 

remarks, dinner will be served followed by dancing.  The committee will hire a DJ that 

will have a variety of music to appeal to all tastes and all age groups.  On Sunday 

morning there will be an optional informal brunch.  “Save the Date” postcards will be 

mailed in July and the formal invitations in late October. 

The APX National Convention will be held in Chicago in March, 2014 where members 

of Sigma Upsilon from the University of Michigan and the Arcus Society of the 

University of Illinois met to form Alpha Rho Chi Fraternity in 1914.  Anthemios will host 

their 100
th

 anniversary in June, 2014.  We are looking forward to having brothers from 

Anthemios as well as all other chapters join us in Ann Arbor in January and to attending 

their celebration in June.  
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ALPHA RHO CHI 66
TH

 NATIONAL CONVENTION 

SHERATON GUNTER HOTEL, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

 

Convention business officially began with sessions on the morning of Friday, 22 March.  However some 

attendees had arrived on Wednesday evening and got together for dinner.  Registration took place on 

Thursday.  The afternoon offered some free time for sightseeing – visiting the Alamo, San Francesco 

Cathedral (the oldest in the United States), museums, boat trips on the river or just strolling the River 

Walk.  Thursday evening there was a welcome reception at Pat O’Brien’s. 

The Friday business session began with the seating of delegates in good standing.  Veronica Bauman 

represented the Iktinos Alumni Association and WA Kevin Kerwan represented the Iktinos Active 

Chapter.  The Convention Standing Rules were accepted with a date correction.  WGA Laura Schmidt 

called for a moment of silence after reading a list of brothers who have passed in the past year.  

Convention officers were elected.  These were Catherine Berry (Isadorus) as President and Brian Perry 

(Pythios) as Secretary.  They in turn appointed Melinda Ingram (Hippodamus) as Parliamentarian and 

Claire Chirgott (Rabirus) as Sergeant-at-Arms.  After a brief break four delegates requested special 

seating and explained why their credentials were not in order.  Attendees volunteered for the 

Nominating, Audit and Resolution Committees. WGA Laura Schmidt then gave the Grand Council 

report.  Alpha Rho Chi now has 25 active chapters and there are currently six colonies.  She emphasized 

the importance of adhering to the fraternity’s policy prohibiting hazing.  She also mentioned that fewer 

alumni had paid national dues this year.  The Bronze Medals were awarded to 112 students at 92 schools 

this year.  There were no nominations for Silver or Gold Medals this year.  WGS Rick Jenkins said that 

editors are needed for the publications, APX is on Facebook and Twitter and that the member handbook 

has been revised.  WGE Jaymon Dark explained that the fraternity is spending more because we are 

doing more, but there is an effort to keep costs down.  The Grand Council report was accepted by the 

delegates.  Nicole Dress gave a presentation on the APX Foundation.  She made four points.  1. The 

Foundation provides benefits to brothers.  2. It guarantees financial stability for APX.  3. Their task is to 

raise money; there has been an increase in those who give monthly.  4. The Foundation is close to 

reaching the Centennial Celebration goal of $100,000.00; they have thus far raised $87,000.00.  The 

report of the APX Foundation was accepted.  The Nominating Committee announced candidates for 

national office.  For WGAA were Joe Henderson (Rabirius) and Mara Braspennix (Iktinos).  For WGE 

were Jaymon Dark (Apollodorus) and Emily Bowers (Rabirius). 

After lunch three break-out sessions were held.  These were “Where Do Dues Go” presented by Laura 

Schmidt (Anthemios) and Jaymon Dark (Apollodorus), “Why APX? Why Now?” presented by Mara 

Braspennix (Iktinos) and Mike Shoop (Rabirius) and “Regional Gathering” presented by Kristin Ruch 

(Metagenes) and Aaron Grant (Cleisthenes).  When attendees returned to the meeting room, it was 

announced that no further nominations had been received.  Nominating speeches were given for the 

candidates and then each of the candidates spoke and answered questions. 

Friday evening Iktinos actives and alumni got together for dinner at the Iron Cactus on the Riverwalk. 

The Saturday morning session began by formally closing the nominations.  There was no unfinished 

business from last year’s convention.  The Resolution Committee reported that there were three motions 

before the convention and a suggestion for the betterment of the fraternity.  The Audit Committee 

reported that the finances are in good order and recommended that all Grand Council members be 

bonded and that the books be audited by a professional at least once each year.  The three motions then 

came under consideration.  1. That the Grand Council be asked to consider expanding to five members. 

2. That a budget line item be created to fund an annual Alumni Summit.  3.  That the faculty medal be 

presented to Lannis Kirkland.  The motions carried.   

They then broke for lunch and to pose for the official convention photo. 
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During the afternoon session elections were held. Mara Braspennix was elected WGAA and Emily 

Bowers was elected WGE.  Nicole Dress (Vitruvius) presented a suggestion for the betterment of the 

fraternity.  She would like to see a Grand Council appointment of someone who would deal only with 

alumni affairs.  This has been the responsibility of the WGAA, however as our fraternity has grown, the 

WGAA has been given other duties and as a result has had less time to devote to alums.  This was 

followed by announcements.   Education Director Aaron Feldman (Vitruvius) said that the data base is 

being updated.  Scott Swanson (Daedalus) thanked those who had helped to install new chapters.  The 

Vitruvius Alumni Association announced that they had made the last payment on their chapter house in 

November and received a round of applause.  Convention Planner Emily Reilly (Rabirius) announced 

that the 2014 convention will take place at the Holiday Inn Mart Plaza, near the Merchandise Mart, in 

Chicago.  Those who plan to attend are urged to make reservations at the convention hotel rather than 

stay somewhere else.  The APX special rate is based on a certain number of hotel reservations and if we 

fall short, the room rate will be higher.  The 66th Convention was adjourned. 

The cocktail reception took place on the terrace followed by the Saturday evening banquet where new 

officers were installed and awards and scholarships were presented.  The Convention Director announced 

that the 2015 convention will be held in San Jose, California.  After dinner everyone enjoyed dancing. 

 

          
Official 66

th
 National Convention Photo           Congratulations to Mara  

         Braspennix – WGAA & 

         Emily Bowers - WGE  

       
           IKTINOS on Friday Evening at            IKTINOS dances at the 

             The Iron Cactus Restaurant          Saturday Evening Banquet 
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ALUMNI SUMMIT – 2, 3 FEBRUARY, COLUMBUS, OHIO 

 

Those attending the summit arrived throughout Friday afternoon and evening.  They met in the 

hotel lobby to go to dinner at Schmidt’s German Restaurant and then went over to WGAA Joe 

Henderson’s condo for a night cap and more conversation.  The meeting began the next morning at 

8:00am and ran to 7:00pm with a break for a carry-in lunch. There were presidents and/or 

representatives from 13 Alumni Associations as well as WGA Laura Schmidt, WGAA Joe 

Henderson, Education Director Aaron Feldman and Region 5 Director Nate Steeber.  Joe 

welcomed participants and then turned the meeting over to Laura who spoke on Risk Management 

and Hazing.  APX has a strict policy against both physical and emotional hazing and takes this 

very seriously.  Alums observing anything during initiation that they think is making a pledge 

uncomfortable should speak to the chapter WA and if necessary the Grand Council. This is in 

keeping with what universities where we have chapters expect of fraternities as well as with the 

guidelines from the company that holds the APX risk insurance.  Aaron then led a discussion on 

“More than Just Giving Back”, followed by Laura on the “Economics of Giving Back”.  Both 

sessions generated a great number of comments and questions concerning increasing participation 

and dues payments amongst alumni.  It was agreed that it is better to get recent graduates 

immediately involved rather than try to gain their interest later.  Joe then talked about “Balanced 

Alumni Associations” and what would be an ideal mix of professional activities, social activities 

and support of our active chapters.  Some attendees pointed out that the role of the WGAA has 

traditionally been to work with alumni relations.  They felt that the WGAA has been given too 

many other assignments that take away from focusing on alumni issues.  Laura explained that the 

Grand Council is considering adding positions to relieve the WGAA of some of these other duties 

so there will be more time to devote exclusively to the Alumni Associations.  It was also pointed 

out by participants that there are a number of alums from various chapters living in Chicago and 

the Washington, DC area and that they often get together informally after work.  A suggestion was 

made that the APX web page should list contacts so that alums moving to or visiting these areas 

could get together with brothers.  The meeting was very productive and there are several ideas that 

would be appropriate for the Iktinos Alumni Association to implement.  It was agreed that this 

should become an annual event (but preferably somewhere warmer!) That evening everyone went 

to Boston’s Gourmet Pizza House where they enjoyed good food and camaraderie. 

  

        
   WGA Laura Schmidt Addresses   Attendees on Their Way to Dinner 

                 The Alumni Summit 
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IKTINOS HONOR ROLL 2012 

 

Thank you to the following brothers who have paid their Iktinos Alumni Association 

dues:  Aly Andrews, Veronica Bauman, Jim Bowers, Mara Braspennix, Norman Burdick, 

Allison Burrell, Tim Carlson, Paul Couture, William Demiene, Bob Gearing, Emily 

Gruman, Evelyn Janick, Steve Janick, Shannon Kile, Devon Kinney, Chris Kretovic, 

David Lawrence, George Lilly, Linda Lilly, Bill Malvitz, Dave Pezda, Amy Reineri, 

Ronald Rogers, Bradley Wheeler, Kevin Wierenga and Jessica Wilson. A special thanks 

to those who included an additional contribution to our operating funds and/or a 

contribution to the Vern Gibbs Scholarship Fund and the Iktinos Endowment Fund.  Also 

thank you to Nicole Dress (Vitruvius), Joe Henderson (Rabirius), Nate Steeber (Rabirius) 

and Scott Swanson (Daedalus) who enjoy receiving our newsletter and sent in dues. 

Dues are $20.00/year.  If you have not yet paid your dues you can do so by sending a 

check payable to the Iktinos Alumni Association and mail it to Linda Lilly, 2274 

Rivenoak Court, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103 or you can pay by going to your Facebook 

page and if you have already friended the alumni association there will be a pop-up for 

dues on your page.  If not, you can become a friend at IKTINOS APX ALUM ASSOC, 

not only to pay dues, but to keep up to date on what’s going on with Iktinos.  Six of the 

dues-payers listed above did so through our PayPal account on Facebook. 

 

KEEP YOUR BROTHERS UP TO DATE VIA THE NEWSLETTER 

 

The Iktinos Alumni Association Newsletter welcomes contributions from readers.  Let us 

know what you have been doing.  Our active chapter has sent in student projects, we 

would also like to feature projects from alumni.  In addition to professional work, we also 

like to include news of special occasions (new babies, anniversaries, retirement, etc.), 

hobbies, get-togethers with other APX brothers or travel, particularly to interesting 

architectural sites.  If you have any thoughts on the betterment of our fraternity, please 

share those as well.  Send submissions for the newsletter to Linda Lilly, 

gelmlilly@netscape.net or 2274 Rivenoak Court, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48103.         

 

 
Preparing the Fall/Winter 2012 Newsletter 

Right to left: James Kile (folding), Shannon Kile (stapling),  

Linda Lilly (address stickers) and George Lilly (stamps) 

mailto:gelmlilly@netscape.net
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FOUNDERS DAY 2013 

 

Founders Day was held on Saturday, 27 April at the Architecture School.  They were 

greeted by our active chapter and introduced to their professors and parents.  The actives 

then brought them to their gallery of student projects and discussed the assignments and 

their approaches to the design.  At 2:00 a barbecue lunch was served.  The weather was 

picnic-perfect.  The active chapter distributed copies of their newsletter.  Attendees 

enjoyed the meal sitting at umbrella tables in the courtyard of the school.  Between lunch 

and dessert, WA Kevin Kerwan and Alumni President Linda Lilly welcomed everyone. 

There was a round of applause on the announcement that Mara Braspennix of Iktinos had 

been elected as WGAA at Convention.   Linda then presented APX medallions to the 

graduating seniors – Zara Gilbert, Ross Kuchin, Sarina Lee, Dan Marty, Alex Pageau, 

Brian Sredojevic, Andrew Tehransia, Katie Wilson and announced the winners of the 

Vern Gibbs Scholarship – Sarina Lee and Dan Marty. 

The alumni retired to a classroom for the annual meeting.  After roll call the Minutes of 

the 2012 Meeting were approved as corrected (there were two typos).  Secretary Chris 

Kretovic was not in attendance because of a household emergency involving the water 

heater.  Veronica Bauman was appointed secretary pro tem for the meeting.  Linda Lilly 

gave the Presidents Report.  She began with a review of events held since last Founders 

Day.  In discussing National Convention she noted that although our delegate was duly 

seated the WGS pointed out that our current seal is in not in compliance (even though we 

have been using this seal without incident for many years).  Therefore it was decided that 

our active chapter will offer proposals for a new seal and as a thank you we will pay for a 

ticket to the January White Rose dinner for the active whose seal design we select.  Linda 

then gave a brief review of communications, 100
th

 anniversary plans and dues noting that 

these would be further covered later in the meeting.  There was a question on the funds 

administered on our behalf by the APX Foundation.  The Vern Gibbs Scholarship Fund 

gained $1,281.84 during 2012, minus a management fee of $100.14 and now stands at 

$9,913.59.  Jeanne Huber was appointed new Chair of the Vern Gibbs Scholarship.  The 

Iktinos Endowment Fund began the year at $20,299.59. There was a gain of $2,979.98 

for the year, minus a management fee of $232.80, in December, 2013 $20,000.00 was 

transferred from the Iktinos Building Fund and the Endowment now stands at 

$43,046.77.  Please note that the Iktinos Building Fund is simply a checking account 

earning no interest.  The Presidents report was accepted.    

Devon Kinney gave the Treasurers Report.  We have received dues from 30 brothers, 

several of whom included extra for operating funds, Vern Gibbs and/or the Iktinos 

Endowment Fund.  Our expenses this year included the printing and postage for the 

newsletter, State of Michigan corporation fees, Founders Day postcards, medallions for 

graduating actives and taking our actives to Friday dinner at Convention.  The Treasurers 

report was approved.  George Lilly gave the report of the Executive Assistant.  We have 

over 180 APX Brothers as friends on our Facebook Page.  We have added a feature so 

that dues can be paid through Facebook.  Progress continues on locating lost brothers.  

The Iktinos Alumni Association Webpage has been updated and can be accessed via the 

active chapter’s page.  The Executive Assistant’s report was accepted.  WA Kevin 

Kerwan reported on behalf of the Active chapter.  They have had a very busy semester.  

The actives initiated 17 pledges in January.  Professionally they have visited five 
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different firms in southeast Michigan.  They have had four philanthropy projects.  Twelve 

of the actives attended National Convention.  And besides all that and their school work 

they still find time for social get-togethers.  Veronica Bauman and Kevin Kerwan 

reported on plans for the 100
th

 Anniversary Weekend.  Kevin said that the active’s 

committee chair for the White Rose Banquet is Shelby Mitchinson.  Vicki Smith of the 

Anthemios Alumni Association was also in attendance and spoke about their 100
th

 

anniversary plans and coordination between their chapter and ours.  Steve Janick 

discussed plans to update the Iktinos History Book and suggested we ask for a grant from 

the Alpha Rho Chi Foundation.  Emily Gruman volunteered to help Steve with the 

history book.  Steve then gave the report of the Nominating Committee.  The following 

were elected by acclamation: Shannon Kile - Vice-President, Chris Kretovic – Secretary, 

Dave Pezda – Board Member and Kevin Wierenga – Board Member.   

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned. 

  

          
     Actives Discuss Their Work with Alumni      Lunch in the Courtyard at 

              The Architecture School  

 

       
           Graduating Seniors          IKTINOS Alumni Association Meeting 

       Receive APX Medallions 
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ALUMNI/ACTIVE DINNER 

 

The Annual Active/Alumni Dinner was held on Thursday, 10 January in Ann Arbor.  

There were over 30 in attendance.  The actives brought cheeses and crackers, vegetables 

and dip and a fruit platter for appetizers.  While enjoying these, they socialized and 

discussed UM hospital plans brought by Alumni Treasurer Devon Kinney and a 

humorous folder “Everything I Know About Architecture” by retired alum Jim Bowers.  

They then held a business meeting. Veronica Bauman was elected as the Alumni 

Association Delegate to National Convention and there was a discussion of the upcoming 

100
th

 anniversary of APX.  A group of alums and actives volunteered to investigate 

sponsoring lectures with a view toward advancing the merits of architecture as a career.  

After the meeting the alums served a dinner of carved leg of lamb with barley.  For 

dessert everyone enjoyed a double chocolate fountain.   

 

  

      
                       Meeting and Dinner with Both Actives and Alumni 

  

    
            Appetizers and Mingling           Chocolate Fountain Dessert 
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CONDOLENCES 

 

Bill Low passed on 13 October, 2012 in 

Carefree, Arizona.  Brother Low served 

in the Navy during WWII.  He graduated 

from the University of Michigan 

Architecture School in 1951.  He worked 

in Michigan until 1972 and then he 

moved to the San Francisco Bay area 

where he opened his own firm 

specializing in store planning.  When he 

retired, he went back to school and 

studied art.  Jan Low has sent a photo 

and a note to the newsletter, “The cactus 

was his last art project.  Bill worked on it 

all summer.  It was mounted on the 

outside wall of our new library.  He 

lived to see it go up in late September.”    
   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Saturday, 21 September, 2013, 6:30pm………………….……Welcome Back to A2 Party 

Saturday, 28 September, 2013*………………………………….. Actives Initiate Pledges 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 17,18,19 January, 2014….……….Iktinos Centennial Weekend 

Saturday, 25 January, 2014*............................................................Actives initiate Pledges 

Thursday pm through Sunday am, 20-23 March, 2014………………National Convention 

June, 2014………………………………………………..Anthemios Centennial Weekend 

*Alumni are welcome to stop by any time during the day. 

Note: The Centennial Committee meets the first Wednesday each month (except for July 

when they will meet on the second Wednesday).  If you would like to participate or offer 

a suggestion, please contact Linda Lilly at (734)2226069 or gelmlilly@netscape.net.  

 
Initial Meeting of the Centennial Committee at the Lilly’s House 

Left to Right:  Veronica Bauman, Linda Lilly, Steve Janick, Evelyn Janick, Kevin Kerwin 

 Not Shown: Mara Braspennix (on Phone), G. Lilly (taking Photo) and Shelby Mitchinson 
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Yum! Yum!  Fresh guacamole 

prepared tableside at the Iron Cactus 

Restaurant in San Antonio.  

Convention article and photos are on 

pages  2 and 3.  

 

 

IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

 

OFFICERS 
Linda Lilly – President 

Shannon Kile – Vice-President 

Devon Rose Kinney – Treasurer 

Chris Kretovic – Secretary 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Jim Bowers 

Mara Braspennix 

Steve Janick 

Dave Pezda 

Kevin Wierenga 

Kevin Kerwan (active WA) 
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