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ALPHA RHO CHI FRATERNITY 

IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

NEWSLETTER SPRING/SUMMER 2016 

 

FOUNDERS DAY, 2016 
 

On 23 April the Iktinos Chapter welcomed alumni to the Architecture School to celebrate Founders Day.  The 
actives had both long and short sleeved APX t-shirts for sale and the alums sold the Iktinos History books.  For 

lunch the actives served barbecued hot dogs and hamburgers, salads, chips and cookies.  After the meal, WA 
Alex Werth welcomed everyone and asked those who had invited their parents and siblings to introduce them.  

She then introduced Alumni Association President Dave Pezda who thanked the actives for the delicious lunch.  

He then asked the graduating seniors to come forward.  Dave and Vice President Shannon Kile presented 

medallions to the seniors.  Alex and Dave announced that they had a special award.  The Dwight “Pop” Ely 
award was presented to Linda Lilly.  Jeanne Hubert, Chair of the Vern Gibbs Scholarship Committee 

announced this year’s two scholarship recipients – Samantha Eng and Evan Timm.  At 2:00pm the alumni 
retired to a classroom for their annual meeting.  Notes from the meeting are on page 2.    

       
                                        BBQ Lunch                                                  Presentation of Medallions         

          
Graduating Seniors                                       Pop Ely Award         Jeanne & Scholarship Winners 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDERS DAY ALUMNI ASSOCIAITON ANNUAL MEETING 

 

President Dave Pezda called the meeting to order and attendees responded to roll call.  In addition 

to the alums the active WA and WAA were in attendance.  Dave passed out copies of the agenda, 

Secretary Kevin Kerwin and Treasurer Devon Kinney each passed out copies of their reports. 

Minutes from the 2015 meeting were approved.  Those who had attended Convention reported.  

The Treasurers report was approved.  There was a discussion of the Iktinos Fund administrated by 

the University of Michigan on behalf of our active chapter.  The Alumni Association would like 

an annual report on the fund.  Steve Janick reported on the Iktinos History book.  They then 

discussed the status of students from other chapters now doing graduate work at Michigan.  We 

would like to invite them to participate in Iktinos activities.  Also when a member of Iktinos goes 

on to another university for graduate school, if there is an APX chapter there, we would like to 

send a letter of introduction to their active chapter and alumni association.  Linda Lilly was asked 

to compose a letter that we will send to WGAA Hao Phung asking about grad students.  

Nominating Committee Chair Evelyn Janick presented the slate of candidates.  Up for election 

were President, Treasurer and three Board Members.  Those currently serving had agreed to 

continue in their capacities and were reelected by acclamation.  Evelyn asked that a new 

Nominations Chair be appointed.  Airun Sondgeroth volunteered to fill the position.  Treasurer 

Devon Kinney announced that Board Member Greg Wolfe would be “following” her, that is that 

he will serve as her assistant so that when she is ready to step aside Greg can easily transition into 

the treasurer’s job.  The meeting was adjourned.  If you would like to see the official minutes, 

contact Kevin Kerwin (kkerwan@umich.edu).     

 

 
 

CONDOLENCES 

Brother Kenneth Derr passed away in June, 2014 in Wadsworth, Ohio.  He graduated from 

Michigan in 1950 and went on to practice architecture in Medina, Wayne, Summit and Holmes 

counties for 50 years.  He was a Rotarian and enjoyed woodcarving and fishing. 

Brother Robert Kacel passed away in June, 2015 in Seattle, Washington.  Bob was a graduate of 

Osborn High School and received his BArch in 1971.  He worked as an architect at the University 

of Michigan and then the State of Washington.  His hobbies included creative model making and 

creating dioramas for which he received many awards.  Bob was an active in the late 60’s.  The 

“usual suspects” from that era will especially miss him.     

Sympathy cards were sent to the families of Brother Derr and Brother Kacel on behalf of the 

Iktinos Alumni Association. 

 

mailto:kkerwan@umich.edu
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ALUMNI/ACTIVE DINNER HELD IN JANUARY 

 
Iktinos alumni hosted the active chapter for a buffet dinner at the Newport West Clubhouse.  During appetizers 
President Dave Pezda showed some work from his office.  Everyone was pleased to see Mara Braspennix who 

has been on the road lately.   
They then had a brief meeting.  The main order of business was the selection of a delegate to National 

Convention.  Jeanne Hubert was elected.  Jeanne is also chair for the Vern Gibbs Scholarship and she discussed 
this with the actives.  The active WA Chris Doerr gave a report about what the actives have been doing – 

philanthropic, professional and social events.  Linda Lilly talked about the motions that will be voted on at 
Convention.  One of the motions was to increase the Grand Council from 5 to 7 members and that 3 would be 

appointed.  Currently 4 members are elected and the 5th (Grand Advisor) is appointed.  The sense of the 
discussion was that adding the National Director (to be renamed National Inspector) and Grand Lecturer as 

voting members was a good idea because they already work closely with the Council and their input is valuable.  
However everyone was uncomfortable with 3 out of 7 being appointed.  If even one member of the Council 

was unable to complete his or her term and the Council appointed a replacement then the majority of the 
Council would not be elected.  A motion was made, seconded and voted unanimously that President Dave 

Pezda send a letter to the Grand Council expressing the concerns of the Iktinos Alumni Association.  
They then enjoyed an Irish Potato, Leek and Chicken Pie for dinner accompanied with salad and a choice of 

breads (including Irish Soda Bread).  During dessert they chatted and enjoyed hearing of Mara’s latest 
adventures. 

         
 

 

FALL/WINTER NEWSLETTER WILL BE SENT VIA EMAIL 

 
As announced in the previous newsletter, at the Iktinos Alumni Association meeting at Founders Day, 2015, 
in an effort to cut expenses, it was decided to mail by post only the spring/summer newsletter and starting in 

2016 the fall/winter newsletter will be distributed by email.  At that time we had emails for about 50% of our 
membership so the newsletter editor was asked to obtain more emails.  An article with tear-off slip was 

provided in the last newsletter, but it went largely unheeded.  Please let us know your email or if you don’t 
have email, tell us that and a hard copy will be sent to you by post.  To continue to receive all newsletters from 

the Iktinos Alumni Association contact the newsletter editor Linda Lilly (734-2226069 or 

gelmlilly@netscape.net).  Thank you! 

Also, please remember that the current newsletter is always available on line at 
(https://apxumich.com/alumni)/. 

 

 

 

mailto:gelmlilly@netscape.net
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69TH ANNUAL CONVENTION, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
 

Three Iktinos alumni (Jeanne Hubert and George and Linda Lilly) attended the APX National Convention in 
March.  They were joined by eight students from our active chapter.  Attendees began arriving on Wednesday 

evening and got together on their own for dinner.  On Thursday afternoon optional tours were available:  a 

Firms tour or a tour of Duke Energy Tower.  The Thursday evening Welcome Reception was held at the 
NASCAR Hall of Fame.  Attendees enjoyed a variety of appetizers and a mac n’ cheese bar.  They also had 

the opportunity to view the exhibits some of which were interactive. 
The business sessions began on Friday morning.  After lunch Ashley Clark, an APX Bronze Medal Winner 

introduced the keynote speaker, landscape architect Aaron Shire of LandDesign.  He discussed the 
development of the Little Sugar Creek Greenway.  The creek had been covered over in some areas and had the 

worst water quality in North Carolina.  Today although no cars are allowed in the greenway it is a 
“transportation choice” for many Charlotte residents, preferring to walk or bike along the meandering stream.  

Later that afternoon attendees participated in break-out sessions and/or workshops.  They then had the chance 
to shop at the APX Marketplace where many chapters and alumni associations sold APX memorabilia.  Our 

alumni association sold our history book.  On Friday evening the Iktinos Alumni Association took our actives 
out for a North Carolina style barbeque at the Queen City Q Restaurant.  They were joined by Torrie Prescott 

(Anthemios). 

Business sessions recommenced on Saturday morning.  The Awards Banquet took place on Saturday evening, 

scholarship recipients were announced and Rick Jenkins was presented with the silver medal.  After dinner 
everyone enjoyed dancing.   

      
 Duke Energy Buildings                 NASCAR Museum                                Queen City Q 

 

CONVENTION BUSINESS SESSIONS 
 

WGA Laura Schmidt called the meeting to order on Friday morning and then asked for a moment of silence 
while she read the names of brothers that had passed since last convention.  This was followed by the report 

of the Credentials Committee and the seating of delegates.  Jeanne Hubert represented the Iktinos Alumni 

Association and WAA Jamie Lutz represented the Iktinos Chapter.  There were 39 chapters and alumni 

associations represented.  The standing rules were adopted.  The delegate from the newly-formed Olynthius 
Alumni Association was recognized, bringing the total to 40.  Convention officers were elected: Brian Perez 

of Pytheos was elected President and Emily Buckberg of Olynthius was elected Secretary.  Brian and Emily 
then appointed Claire Chirgout of Rabirius as Sergeant at Arms and Mary Stiger of Severus as Parliamentarian.  

After a brief recess, committees were formed.  Volunteers signed up for the Audit Committee, the Resolutions 
Committee and the Nominations Committee. 

Laura gave the Grand Council report.  We have 3400 alumni brothers (this does not include lost brothers) of 
whom 294 have paid national dues.  Some active chapters are very large (90+), others as few as 11 members.  

On behalf of Scott Swanson (who was unable to attend) Laura reported on expansion, there is a petition from 
the Agamedes Colony of the University of Miami to become a chapter.   
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WGAA Hao Phung reported on the Alumni Summit held in October, 2015 in Tucson.  He also announced 
“Alumni Days” that will take place in Chicago, San Francisco, New York City and Washington, DC.  This is 

an effort to interest alums in Metro Groups.  He will be sending out more information on these events.  Hao 
also announced the “Alumni Spotlight” featuring two alums each month.  The interviews with these alums are 

on-line and give alums an opportunity to see what their brothers have been doing since graduation. 
WGE Emily Lewis reported that APX took in $180,000 in income, mostly active dues.  The expenses included 

insurance, Leadership Conference and publications.  WGA Laura Schmidt added that the Grand Council strives 
for transparency and brothers should not hesitate to get in touch with Emily with any questions.   

The Grand Council report was accepted by the delegates. 
Nicole Dress gave the report of the APX Foundation.  She presented slides illustrating the history of the 

Foundation, what the Foundation does and how to donate.  The report was accepted. 

After a break it was proposed to form a committee to discuss a difficult motion regarding a change to the 

pledge ritual that will come before the delegates tomorrow.  This passed and several attendees volunteered to 
serve on the committee. 

The Report of the Nominating Committee was made and accepted for candidates for national officers.  
Nominating and seconding speeches were tabled until the following morning.  Attendees were reminded that 

the petition from the Agamedes Colony was available for review. 
On Saturday morning business began with discussions of the motions.  The first was to expand the Grand 

Council to seven members.  The original amendment was written to have four members elected and three 
appointed.  Many attendees had the same concerns as Iktinos (see discussion at Alumni/Active Dinner on page 

3).  The motion was amended and passed; the Grand Council will consist of seven members, six elected and 
the seventh (Grand Advisor) appointed.  The motion to change terms of office from two to three years passed 

with a limit of two terms.  The motion to allow more flexibility in reporting passed as did the motion to not 
require the Grand Council to make appointments if they are unnecessary.  The next motion concerned 

emergency powers to the Grand Council to act, but the decision could be overturned by ¾ of the delegates at 
convention.  This was amended to strike ¾ and then passed.   

After a break for lunch, delegates were reseated and pledges and non-brothers were escorted out.  This was for 
a discussion of a change to the ritual.  According to the APX by-laws it is necessary to have 100% agreement 

to make such a change.  There are a few non-pc words that have come to the attention of Washington State 
University and as a result the Sostratus Chapter is suspended from campus until a change is made.  The vote 

was taken by secret ballot and all but one voted for the change. After a break a motion was made to take an 

open vote and the results were the same.  There was a great deal of discussion.  The sense was that Sostratus 

is APX’s canary in the coal mine.  If the change was not made, what was found to be an intimidating phrase 
in Pullman, Washington would eventually come to light at other universities where APX has chapters.  

Eventually after several amendments the motion was passed unanimously. 
The motion to accept Agamedes as a chapter was passed with much applause.  The report of the Audit 

Committee was accepted.  The Nominating Committee presented its report.  Speeches were made by 

nominators, seconders and the candidates.  In addition to the WGA and WGS normally coming up for election, 

the entire Grand Council was voted on.  This is because some interim appointments had been made that had to 
be confirmed and because during Friday’s business the Grand Council had been expanded to seven members 

so the two new elected positions were also voted on.  The results are:  WGA Phil Buckberg (Metagenes), 
WGAA Hao Phung (Daedelus), WGE Emily Lewis (Vitruvius), WGS Christina Anderson (Satyros), WGI AJ 

Kessinger (Vitruvus) and WGL Risa Schoenfeld (Hadrian). 
The Convention Director reported that the 2017 Convention will be held 

in Portland, Oregon, in 2018 APX will meet in Baltimore, Maryland and 
in 2019 in Houston, Texas.  After suggestions for the betterment of the 

fraternity the 69th Convention was adjourned.   

                                                       IKTINOS Delegates: Jame Lutz  

                                                       And Jeanne Hubert 
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NEWS FROM BROTHER VOGLER 

 

Our alumni association has recently received a note, photos and some APX memorabilia from 

Brother Frank Vogler.  He joined the fraternity in 1948 and lived in the house on Madison at the 

same time as Brothers Keith Weiland and Richard Millman.  He graduated from Michigan School 

of Architecture and Design in June, 1949 with a Bachelor of Design.  Frank had a very good career 

as an advertising agency art director in New York City and later worked as head art director at 

American Natural Resources (now El Paso Gas Company).  In 1986 he and his wife Dorothy 

retired and now make their home in Palm Harbor, Florida.  Frank concludes his note with “So this 

letter is to tell you that an old APX member is still alive and welcomes APX news.” 

Readers of our newsletter enjoy hearing from our brothers.  Please send your news to the editor. 

       

 
From the 1949 Michganensian 

 

 

A VISIT WITH BROTHER WEILAND 

From Newsletter Editor Linda Lilly 

 

 

In March George and I were in Lakeland, Florida for Tigers 

Spring Training.  We stopped in Sarasota to visit Keith 

Weiland and his wife Lois Grant.  They showed us around their 

new home, took us out to lunch then we went back to their place 

and chatted.  Keith was amongst those who had preordered the 

Iktinos history book so we hand delivered it to him hot off the 

presses.  He gave us some 1950’s era Iktinos membership lists 

for our archives.  Sadly to report, Lois passed away shortly after 

our visit.  She will be missed and our thoughts are with Keith.    
Brother Weiland peruses                   

the Iktinos History Book 
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IKTINOS CENTENIAL HISTORY BOOK IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 

 

The Iktinos Alumni Association is pleased to announce that our reformatted and updated history 

book is now available.  The book begins with pre-1914 material from Sigma Upsilon the forerunner 

to the Iktinos chapter of APX and goes through our centennial celebration in 2014.  The book 

includes everything that was in the previous edition plus much more. 

Steve and Evelyn Janick recently heard from Chuck Nickel (Demetrius) who purchased a book at 

Convention, “I finished reading the Centennial Edition of the Iktinos Chapter history book this 

weekend.  Needless to say, I was impressed by the magnitude of the effort to compile a 100 year 

history.  You and all the other Iktinos Alumni Association members who contributed should be 

proud of the results and hopefully setting an example for others.” 

It is available in a soft cover spiral-bound copy for $25.00 plus $5.00 shipping or a hardbound 

copy suitable for displaying on a coffee table for $95.00 plus $5.00 shipping.  To order your copy, 

please contact Evelyn Janick (419-2794227 or  evelynjanick@yahoo.com ) or George Lilly (734-

2226069 or gelmlilly@netscape.net) or you can order when you send in your dues.  For more 

information and a preview of the History Book contents, visit our website at apxumich.com/alumni 

   

                                    
 

APRIL PLEDGE INITATION 

 

In April our active chapter initiated six new brothers:  Eryka Collik, Jessie Mindel, Peyton Teurer, 

Erica Edwards, Michie Nimsombun, Mikehl Hafner.  The Iktinos Alumni Associations welcomes 

our newest brothers to APX. 

     
 

              Initiates of April, 2016         Lunch Break during Initiation 

mailto:gelmlilly@netscape.net
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LOOKING FORWARD TO WINTER BREAK 

 

 

In December the Iktinos Chapter invited members 

of the Alumni Association to join them for their end 

of semester celebration at Shiva Restaurant on State 

Street. 

 
       
 

THE IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
 

OFFICERS and BOARD MEMBERS     COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Dave Pezda, President (dpezda@yahoo.com)   Data Base, George Lilly  

Shannon Kile, Vice President (Shannon_b_rocker@yahoo.com) Events, Linda Lilly 

Devon Kinney, Treasurer (drose@med.umich.edu)   History Book, Steve Janick 

Kevin Kerwan, Secretary (kkerwan@umich.edu)   Newsletter, Linda Lilly 

Emily Gruman, Board (Emily.gruman@gmail.com)   Nominations, Airun Sondgeroth 

Steve Janick, Board (s.janick1@yahoo.com)    Vern Gibbs, Jeanne Hubert 

Linda Lilly, Board (gelmlilly@netscape.net) 

Kevin Wieringa, Board (wieringa90@gmail.com) 

Greg Wolfe, Board (gwolfe@umich.edu) 

Alex Werth (Active WA), Board (awerth@umich.edu) 

IKTINOS HONOR ROLL UPDATE 

The fall/winter newsletter listed brothers who had paid their 2015 dues.  Since then we have received dues 

from the following brothers:  Jim Bryden, Norman Burdich, Paul Couture, Jeanne Hubert, Hao Phung 

(Daedalus), Jefferson Schierbeek and Nate Steeber (Rabirius).  This brings the total dues payers to 34.  

THANK YOU! 

The 2016 dues form is included with this newsletter. 

 

IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION FAMILY PICNIC 

SATURDAY, 16 JULY, 12:00noon 

DELHI METRO PARK, NORTH SHELTER 

 

The Iktinos Alumni Association will again this summer host a family 

picnic.  All alums, actives and their families (parents, spouses, children 

and grandchildren) are invited.  The Alumni Association will provide 

hamburgers, hotdogs, condiments and tableware.  Attendees are asked 

to bring an appetizer, salad or dessert to share.  The Picnic Committee 

suggests a donation of $5.00/adult.  No donation is asked for children.  

There will be a piñata for the children and whiffle ball and bean bag 

toss for all.  Email reminders will be sent out as the date approaches.  

We are looking forward to seeing you! 
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