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ALPHA RHO CHI FRATERNITY 

IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

NEWSLETTER SPRING/SUMMER 2014 
 

ACTIVES & ALUMNI CELEBRATE FOUNDERS DAY 
 

Alumni were welcomed by actives to a picnic in the courtyard of the Architecture School.  The actives 

prepared a lunch of pulled pork sandwiches, grilled hot dogs and hamburgers and a variety of salads.  

For dessert they set up a chocolate fountain with fruit, pound cake and marshmallows for dipping.  

Unfortunately a big gust of wind came up and though it did not tip over the fountain it splattered 

chocolate on those standing nearby.  So that was moved indoors.  The actives handed out copies of their 

newsletter.  The Alumni Association brought a display of photos from the Centennial Celebration in 

January.  The parents of several of the actives were in attendance as well as some faculty members.  

After the meal, Vern Gibbs Scholarship Chair Jeanne Hubert presented scholarship checks to Lillian 

Candela, Alyse Sabo and Allyson Hirt.  (The winning projects will be featured in the fall/winter 

newsletter). Alumni association president Linda Lilly, assisted by vice president Shannon Kile and WA 

Mary Milford presented APX medallions to the graduating seniors.  These medallions are approved by 

the university to be worn on the gowns at the graduation ceremony (3 May).  There are 26 graduates 

from the Iktinos chapter this year.  The alums then retired to a classroom for their annual meeting.  See 

pages 2 and 3 for a summary of the meeting. 

              
      Presentation of Vern               Presentation of                         Founders Day Picnic 

        Gibbs Scholarship                APX Medallions  
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION-26 APRIL, 2014 

 

Iktinos Alumni Association President Linda Lilly welcomed attendees and called the meeting to order.  A 

sign-in sheet was passed around and the roll call was taken.  Copies of the 2013 meeting minutes were 

passed out and were approved.   

The President’s report was given; briefly covering the events, finances, communications, Vern Gibbs 

Scholarship and Iktinos Endowment noting that there would be further discussion on these topics later in the 

meeting.  Linda explained that there was not an alumni/active dinner this year (this normally takes place in 

January) because of the Centennial Celebration.  She also said that Iktinos alums and actives did an excellent 

job organizing the centennial, everyone agreed and gave themselves a round of applause.  A date for the 

Welcome Back to Ann Arbor Party was discussed.  The only weekend in September that Michigan does not 

have a home game is 6 September and the actives have already scheduled initiation for that date.  Therefore 

it was decided to have the party on Thursday, 11 September.   

Under communications, Linda reported that two newsletters were sent out (spring/summer 2013 and 

fall/winter 2013) as well as a special color photo centennial souvenir newsletter sent out in February, 2014 to 

all Iktinos alums plus brothers from other chapters and special guests who attended the centennial.   

Linda said that Steve Janick would like to step aside as chair of the nominating committee.  She explained 

the duties of this position and Kevin Kerwan volunteered.   

The upcoming Alumni Summit was discussed.  Linda will be attending.  There are two items that Iktinos 

would like brought up.  The first is that we would like to be able to provide to our members (in particular the 

recent graduates) when they move to a new city the names or emails of Iktinos brothers and those from other 

chapters living in the area.  The current policy of National is that information from the data base including 

our own Iktinos data base is not to be shared.  The second is to propose that there be a representative of the 

alumni associations to the Grand Council.  This is to insure that there is follow-up on suggestions coming out 

of the Alumni Summit.  Steve Janick said that this position did exist in the 1950’s.  He will do some research 

on this and send it to Linda.   

The Presidents Report was accepted. 

The only item under Old Business was the seal of the Iktinos Alumni Association.  At the 2013 National 

Convention the WGS asked that it be revised and at the 2013 Founders Day Meeting it was agreed that we 

would do this, but we forgot.  Fortunately this went unnoticed at the 2014 Convention, but rather than push 

our luck, Vice-President Shannon Kile offered to have the seal redone before it has to be used again 

officially. 

Devon Kinney passed out copies of the Treasurers Report.  Total income this year was $8249.18 and total 

expenses were $11138.51.  In order to get the lower student rates at the Michigan League all funds had to be 

funneled through the account of our active chapter.  To be sure that all expenses at the League were covered 

and we did not have to transfer money at the last minute we gave the actives a check for the maximum 

possible.  The final bill was less by $2234.00.  We will be receiving a check from our active chapter.   The 

Treasurer’s Report was approved. 

George Lilly gave the Executive Assistant Report.  Mostly this concerned the results from the Centennial 

Weekend.  George reported that overall more than 100 people attended the events and, although we spent 

more than we took in, this was expected and primarily due to the planning committee’s decision to ensure a 

first class experience for the weekend, including very attractive (but expensive) invitations.  The feedback 
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from the attendees was that everyone had had a great time!  The report of the Executive Assistant was 

accepted. 

WA Mary Milford gave the report from the active chapter.  The actives sent 17 brothers to the Chicago 

Convention.  They had firm visits to Kraemer Design Group and Angellini and Associates as well a visit to 

Albert Kahn’s Detroit Athletic Club.   They held workshops on portfolios, InDesign, Photoshop Adobe 

programs and creating and navigating their LinkedIn accounts.  For philanthropy they carved pumpkins for 

the Leslie Science Center, baked and passed out treats to families with children at the C. S. Mott Children’s 

Hospital and are working on the kiosk project at the Matthei Botanical Gardens.  They also volunteered 

planting trees for the Greening of Detroit Organization.  Their social activities included bowling and trips to 

the Blast Corn Maze, the Dexter Cider Mill and Paradise Park for go-karting and mini-golf. 

Jeanne Hubert reported that as of 1 January, 2014 the Vern Gibbs Scholarship totaled $10,836.81.  The 

recommended distribution for this year was $900.00 which was done with the three scholarships presented 

earlier that afternoon: $500.00 first place, $250.00 second place and $150.00 third place.  The Iktinos 

Alumni Association would like to eventually award a first prize of $1000.00.  Linda Lilly reported that the 

balance of the Iktinos Endowment Fund as of 1 January, 2014 was $47,089.57.  The reports of the funds 

administered for Iktinos by the APX Foundation were approved. 

Linda Lilly then gave a recap of the Welcome Back to A2 Party held in September, 2013 and called on 

Evelyn Janick to recap the Iktinos Centennial Celebration and Mary Milford for the Chicago Convention. 

Steve Janick gave an update on the status of the Iktinos History Book.  He displayed some sample pages and 

has a list of those who are interested in the book.  He asked for authorization to apply to the Iktinos 

Endowment Fund for additional money to have it printed.  We expect to recoup much of this when the books 

are sold.  Steve’s request was approved. 

Steve Janick also reported on behalf of the Nominating Committee.  Linda Lilly, Emily Gruman and Greg 

Wolfe were nominated for the Board, Devon Kinney for Treasurer and Dave Pezda for President.  There 

were no nominations from the floor.  The candidates were elected by acclamation. 

Steve installed Linda and Emily as Members of the Board (Greg was unable to attend, but Steve had received 

his written consent to serve on the Board).  He then reinstalled Devon for her second term as Treasurer.  

Steve and Linda together installed Dave as President. 

After receiving the gavel Dave asked for suggestions for the betterment of the fraternity.  Evelyn Janick 

thanked Linda for having served as president and the group concurred.  The meeting was then adjourned. 

     
                  Annual Alumni Association Meeting                                   Passing the Gavel to Dave Pezda 
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CONDOLENCES 

 

After the 2013 Fall/Winter newsletter was sent out a note was received from Eleanor Trowell that her 

husband, Brother Robert W. Trowell passed away on 5 December, 2011. 

The Iktinos Alumni Association has also heard from the office manager of Brady/Trakas Architects that 

Brother R. Holland Brady passed away on 20 June, 2013.  Brother Brady was born in 1925 in Tryon, North 

Carolina.  He was a graduate of Tryon High School and took his freshman year at Clemson University.  He 

left Clemson to serve in WWII as a medic earning the Combat Medical Badge, three Battle Stars, the Good 

Conduct Medal, a Presidential Unit Citation, the Victory Medal and a Purple Heart.  He was a sergeant with 

the 95th Infantry and saw action in France, Germany and Belgium.  After the war Brother Brady graduated 

from the University of Michigan with a Bachelor of Architecture.  He did internships in Chicago and 

Asheville before returning to Tryon in 1951 where he worked under architect Shannon Meriwether, 

becoming a partner and later taking over the firm.  He worked for over 60 years designing hundreds of 

distinctive homes, commercial buildings and churches in the Carolinas, receiving numerous design honors.  

He taught courses at Clemson University and Converse College.   

Sympathy cards have been sent to the families of Brothers Trowell and Brady from the Iktinos Alumni 

Association. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO IKTINOS GRADUATING SENIORS 

 

    
         APX Graduating Seniors at Founders Day           Graduating Seniors Show Off Their Medallions 

 

The IktinosAlumni Association welcomes our newest members: Moe Alshadood, Josh Bekinky, Amee Bhatt, 

Corey Blaskie, Jackie Buckley, Jeff Burgess, Brooke Dexter, Daniel Francken, Taylor Franz, James Howe, 

Allyson Hirt, Stephanie Hirt, Kevin Kerwan, Katie Lanski, Cyrus Morshidi, Marissa Mrowka, NersonOraha, 

Zoe Parsigian, Taylor Pogue, Matt Rheingans, Meghan Royster, Alyse Sabo, Hobbs valley, Adam Wagner 

and Ajae Whittaker. 
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100 YEARS OF BROTHERHOOD – NATIONAL CONVENTION IN CHICAGO 

 

Attendees began arriving on Wednesday evening and got together casually for dinner.  

Registration took place on Thursday.  The welcome bags included a souvenir program and an 

APX business card case.  The Welcome Reception on Thursday evening was held at Workspring. 

There were business sessions on Friday and Saturday (see article page 6) with breaks for 

workshops: Effective Meetings, Conducting Annual Calendar Planning and Budgeting, 

Comprehensive Green Roof, Resume Review Workshop, Relationship Building and Building the 

Next Facebook.  The keynote speakers were Geoffrey Baer (Emmy award winning Public 

Television writer, producer and program host) and Julia S. Bachrach (historian and 

preservationist for the Chicago Park District).  There were no official activities for Friday 

evening.  The Iktinos Alumni Association took our active chapter to dinner at Bar Louie.  There 

were 17 actives and 6 alumni and three guests.  Throughout the weekend there were several 

optional tours:  Rise of the Skyscraper, The Plant, Merchandise Mart, Frank Lloyd Wright Oak 

Park Historic District, Modern Skyscrapers and the Goose Island Brewery.   The Saturday 

evening banquet was attended by 500!!!  At the reception Iktinos displayed their archival panels.  

After the dinner everyone enjoyed dancing. 

     
              Thursday Morning Tour                         Iktinos on Friday Evening at Bar Louie 

     

            A Toast to 100 Years  of APX                                 Iktinos Loves to Dance!! 
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A SUMMARY OF THE CONVENTION BUSINESS SESSIONS 

 

WGA Laura Schmidt welcomed attendees and introduced an assistant of master Architect Robert Ivy who gave 

greetings on his behalf and showed a video of his message to the Convention.  He was unable to attend due to 

AIA commitments.  There was then the call to order and silence while the names of brothers that have passed 

were read.  The delegates were seated.  Iktinos delegates were Veronica Bauman for the Alumni Association and 

Mary Milford for the Chapter.  Nominations for convention officers were made.  Tyler Cunningham of 

Anthemios was elected convention president and Sarah Chaney of Anthemios was elected convention secretary.  

Katie Zuefle of Apollodorus was appointed parliamentarian and Kevin Bukowski of Pytheos was appointed 

sergeant at arms.  Nikon, Colonicus, Senamut and Mnesicles asked for recognition as alumni associations and 

were seated.  Volunteers were requested to serve on the Audit, Resolutions and Nominating Committees and 

several attendees came forward.   

After lunch WGA Laura Schmidt gave the Report of the Grand Council.  APX continues to grow.  There are more 

chapters and more members in each chapter.  She discussed insurance issues and the possible expansion of the 

Grand Council.  She said that the WGE has engaged an accountant.   The Grand Council Report was accepted by 

the delegates. 

There was a motion to expand the minimum number of potential brothers for a colony to be installed from10 to 

15.  The concern was that often by the time a colony is installed several of the founding members of the colony 

have graduated.  The sense of the discussion was that if the Grand Council recommends a colony’s petition to 

become a chapter then there is a solid core no matter the number.  The motion did not pass.  Another motion was 

to allow brothers who remain in school 6, 7 years or more to become alums.  This was tabled until next year. 

Three colonies were voted to receive chapter status: Numisius of the New School of Architecture and Design, in 

San Diego, California, Olynthius of the University of Maryland in College Park, Maryland and Polyidus of 

Southern Polytechnic State University in Marietta, Georgia. 

Laura Schmidt (Anthemios) was reelected WGA and Kristen Argalas (Nicon) was elected WGS. 

Among suggestions for the welfare of the fraternity was that delegates should be seated in the order of founding.  

They used to be seated in alphabetical order.  This year they were seated in the order in which credentials were 

received. 

           
              Workshop with Jason Kasparek                                                  Lunch Break  

 

2014 IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES 

 

In the past the dues form has been included in the fall/winter newsletter.  Because that newsletter often arrives 

near Thanksgiving which is the beginning of the busy holiday season, sometimes alumni association dues may be 

over-looked.  Starting this year the dues form will be included with the spring/summer newsletter.  The dues 

remain at $20.00 per year.   
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A MESSAGE FROM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT, DAVE PEZDA 

 

Dear fellow Iktinos Alumni - It is with great pleasure that I take over for Linda as the Iktinos alumni board 

president. Linda has led the board with great energy and enthusiasm for the last 6 years. In that time and with the 

help of other dedicated alumni and students, she organized the very successful 100 year anniversary celebration 

weekend, and hosted countless meetings and activities complete with delicious food and drink. Thank you Linda 

for all of your time and efforts. The fraternity is grateful.  

In the coming years, I am looking forward to working with alumni and active students at our chapter and around 

the country to continue our great tradition of fraternity.  

Fraternally, David Pezda "90 

If you have questions or comments for the betterment of your fraternity, or you would like to become more 

involved, please get in touch with us.  Contact information:  APX website http://apxumich.com/alumni/  

Facebook – Iktinos Apx Alum Assoc, D Pezda (dpezda@yahoo.com), phone 734-424-0673 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT, LINDA LILLY 

 

As many of you know I became president of the Iktinos Alumni Association under unhappy circumstances.  I had 

been serving as vice president when we lost our dear brother Dana Habel.  I have tried to maintain the spirit of 

enthusiasm and love that Dana had for our fraternity.  My transition to the presidency was eased considerably by 

the help and support of all my Iktinos brothers in particular Steve Janick, Mara Braspennix, Al Paas and Jim 

Bowers as well as Joe Henderson who was Region 5 Director at the time.  Also I have been ably assisted by our 

vice president Shannon Kile and our secretary Chris Kretovic. 

Being president of the alumni association involves work, but also there have been so many benefits.  It has given 

me the opportunity to have closer ties to brothers that I have known since my initiation in 1967 and to make many 

new friends within Iktinos and the other chapters of the fraternity.  Often when my husband and I travel we stop 

along the way to visit brothers and have always been warmly received.  Below are some snapshots from earlier 

this year when we drove down to Lakeland for Tigers spring training.  And of course this message would not be 

complete without mentioning that Iktinos has the most wonderful actives and I’ve enjoyed working with them. 

I will miss serving as president, however after nearly six years it is time for new leadership.  But you will still be 

hearing from me.  Our new president, Dave Pezda has asked me to continue as newsletter editor and to help with 

planning the Active/Alumni Dinner and the Welcome Back to Ann Arbor Party.   Again thank you for your 

support and encouragement during my presidency. 

                   

         W/Chuck Nickel        W/Kieth Wieland (Iktinos ’47)        W/The Apolladorus Chapter 

  (Demetrius) in Cincinnati                in Atlanta                                        in Gainsville 

mailto:dpezda@yahoo.com
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THE IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

 

OFFICERS and BOARD MEMBERS    COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Dave Pezda, President (dpezda@yahoo.com)   Data Base, George Lilly  

Shannon Kile, Vice President (Shannon_b_rocker@yahoo.com) Events, Linda Lilly 

Devon Kinney, Treasurer (drose@med.umich.edu)   History Book, Steve Janick 

Chris Kretovic, Secretary (ckretoviv@yahoo.com)   Newsletter, Linda Lilly 

Emily Gruman, Board (Emily.gruman@yahoo.com)   Nominations, Kevin Kerwan 

Steve Janick, Board (sjanick1@yahoo.com)    Vern Gibbs, Jeanne Hubert 

Linda Lilly, Board (gelmlilly@netscape.net) 

Kevin Wierenga, Board (wierengak@yahoo.com) 

Greg Wolfe, Board (gwolfe@umich.edu) 

Mary Milford (Active WA), Board (marygmil@umich.edu) 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

16, 17 May, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania*...............……………………………….Alumni Summit 

6, 7 June, Champaign, Illinios**…………………………..…….Anthemios Centennial Weekend 

6 September, Ann Arbor, Michigan***..……………………………….....Actives Initiate Pledges 

11 September, Ann Arbor, Michigan***......Party (Alums Welcome Actives Back to Ann Arbor) 

January, 2015****………………………………………………….………Alumni/Active Dinner 

*For more information: http://www.alpharhochi.org/alumnisummit/ 

** For more Information: www.anthemios.org 

*** Details will be emailed to members of the Iktinos Alumni Association 

**** More information will be in the fall/winter 2014 newsletter 

 

 

 

 

Best wishes from Iktinos to our co-founders, 

Anthemios, at the University of Illinois.  

We’re looking forward to your Centennial 

Celebration!! 

   
    The Anthemios Chapter House
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