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ALPHA RHO CHI FRATERNITY 

IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

NEWSLETTER FALL/WINTER 2014 
 

WELCOME BACK TO ANN ARBOR PARTY 

 

On Thursday, 11 September the Iktinos Alumni Association hosted a party to welcome our actives back to 

A2 after their summer break.  They enjoyed appetizers while catching up with how everyone had spent the 

summer.  A buffet supper was served; soup (minestrone) and a choice of sandwiches (tuna salad or Italian 

lunch meat and cheese) accompanied by a pasta salad.  For dessert they had a selection of Italian cookies.   

There was not a formal business meeting, however President Dave Pezda inquired on the status of the seal.  

Vice-President Shannon Kile has had trouble finding someone who does this.  Many began perusing their 

phones and at first received pictures of performing circus seals, but they eventually located a bona-fide seal-

maker in our area.  Linda Lilly took the opportunity to initiate a discussion of the possibility of an alumni 

director.  She attended the Alumni Summit earlier this year and was assigned to the committee charged with 

writing a description of what would be the duties of the alumni director.  Those in attendance had quite a bit 

of input to offer, especially Steve Janick.  The actives also had suggestions as to their role in APX after 

graduation and what the fraternity could offer to them.  Linda will report back to the committee chair on 

behalf of Iktinos.  Also Dave Pezda would like to have an alumni picnic at an area park this summer. 

Spouses, children and grandchildren are invited.  Sausages and hamburgers will be provided from the 

Alumni Association budget and attendees will be asked to bring a salad or dessert to pass.  More details will 

be in the spring/summer newsletter followed by an email reminder.  
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VERN GIBBS SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

As reported in the Spring/Summer Iktinos Alumni Association newsletter, at Founders‟ Day in 

April Jeanne Hubert, chair of the Vern Gibbs Scholarship Fund, presented awards to three of our 

actives.   Again congratulations to Lillian Candela, Alyse Sabo and Allyson Hirt.  Below are 

their winning submissions. 

 

Lillian Candella 

                 

  Alyse Sabo 
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Allyson Hirt 

                                  
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT, DAVE PEZDA 

 

Greetings fellow Iktinos Alumni and Actives,   

Fall is here and school is back in session.  Our active chapter has been busy initiating 9 new members, 

bringing the total active membership to 47 strong.  It was a pleasure meeting with the new initiates on 

initiation day and seeing their energy and enthusiasm.  In September, Linda and George Lilly hosted the 

annual Welcome Back Party.  The evening was full of great wine, delicious food and great conversation.   It 

was a wonderful opportunity for alumni and students to get together and share stories and experiences.  For 

any of you who missed this event, there will be another opportunity at the beginning of the new year, at the 

Alumni/ Active dinner.  Look for more information coming soon.  As always we welcome your attendance 

and participation.  

Fidelity and Love of the Arts, 

Dave Pezda 

Iktinos Alumni Association President 

 

QUICK QUIZ 

Can you name the eight architects honored as “Master Architect” by Alpha Rho Chi since 1914? 

Learn More!  Visit our Websites: http://apxumich.com/alumni/ or https://www.alpharhochi.org/ 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Alpha Rho Chi now has 29 active chapters and one colony in 20 states and the District of Columbia. 

 There are 21 Alumni Associations across the country supporting these chapters 

Join us on Facebook!  All APX brothers; alums and actives, Iktinos and other chapters, will be friended: 

https://www.facebook.com/iktinos.alumassoc 

http://apxumich.com/alumni/
https://www.alpharhochi.org/
https://www/
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ANTHEMIOS CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

 

Four members of the Iktinos Alumni Association attended the Anthemios Centennial Weekend in 

Champagne-Urbana.  These were Mara Braspennix, Jordan Bruckner, George Lilly and Linda Lilly.  Several 

of the attendees stayed at the historic Illini Union Hotel; this is also where the Saturday evening banquet was 

held.  On Friday evening everyone got together at Murphy‟s Pub for dinner and drinks.  On Saturday 

afternoon, box lunches were served at the Anthemios Chapter House followed by a tour of the University of 

Illinois campus with an emphasis on the work of Nathan Ricker.  On Saturday evening, Vicki Smith 

president of the Anthemios Alumni Association welcomed her Anthemios brothers and those from other 

chapters (Iktinos, Rabirius and Demetrios).  A further welcome was given by Anthemios WA Pierce Allston.  

This was followed by a few remarks on the meaning of brotherhood from WGA Laura Schmidt.  Everyone 

then enjoyed a delicious buffet dinner.  Once everyone was reseated APX Silver-medalist Scot McKay gave 

an “Andy Rooney” talk with slides and music.  There was then dancing and socializing. 

            
 

ACTIVES INITIATE NINE PLEDGES 

On 6 September our active chapter held 

initiation.  They initiated nine pledges: Gage 

Belko, Talia Clarick, Samantha Eng, Lauren 

Grzibowski, Anabelle Guan, Josh Knost, 

Sarah Risko, Sophie Ruf and Jenna Tacher.  

President Dave Pezda as well as Shannon 

Kile, Kevin Kerwin, Linda Lilly, George 

Lilly, Allyson Hirt and Stephanie Hirt of the 

Iktinos Alumni Association stopped by.  

Dave talked to the pledges about the roles of 

the alumni association to support our active 

chapter and to encourage continuing 

brotherhood after graduation.  He also 

invited them to attend the Welcome Back to 

Ann Arbor party and to sign up on our 

Facebook.  
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ALUMNI SUMMIT – HELD 16, 17 MAY, PHILADELPHIA 
 

The 2014 Alpha Rho Chi Alumni Summit took place at the Holiday Inn Express near the Philadelphia Airport.  

Some participants arrived early and visited the Barnes Foundation Museum, Independence Hall, the Liberty 

Bell, and other places of interest.  The Summit officially began with dinner at The Deck, situated on the 

Delaware River.  There was a very pleasant surprise when they were joined by Brother Bill Waffle (Iktinos„58) 

who lives in the area.  During dinner each one was asked to tell something non-APX about themselves that 

others might not know.   

The meetings took place on Saturday.  The morning session featured a presentation by Mindy Sopher who did 

not simply lecture, but involved those in attendance.  They were asked to write down and then discuss why they 

joined APX, benefits of the alumni association, list five brothers that have been important to them and then each 

person was asked to write a note to one of the brothers on their list. 

At noon there was a break when box lunches were brought in.  WGAA Mara Braspennix and Education 

Director Jason Kasperek moderated the afternoon session which involved a lot of brainstorming.  Mara showed 

a list of the three things necessary for an alumni association to be in good standing and pointed out that often 

even when some of the requirements were not met, alumni association delegates were allowed to be seated at 

convention.  The sense of the group was that they didn‟t want to see requirements tightened because some 

alumni associations were truly struggling and the last thing they need are more standards to meet.  They also felt 

that even a struggling association was better for alumni and active brothers than a deactivated alumni 

association.  The alumni at the summit very much wanted more help from National and more frequent 

communications amongst themselves.  They also pressed for a representative of the alumni associations to the 

Grand Council.  Mara suggested that they come up with a description of the role of an alumni association 

representative.  Two projects came out of the meeting:  a series of conference calls involving the alumni 

association presidents or their appointed representatives and a second Alumni Summit to take place this fall. 

Saturday evening the alums were taken downtown on a Philadelphia trolley for dinner at an Irish pub.   

 

              
 

 

NEWS FROM THE HISTORY BOOK COMMITTEE 
 

Steve and Evelyn Janick of the alumni association and Brooke Dexter of the active chapter are now 

doing the final editing of the updated and reformatted Iktinos History Book. Evelyn has a list of 

those who have expressed an interest in purchasing the book and will let them know when the book 

is ready and the cost. If you have not yet put your name on the list, you may do so by contacting 

Evelyn at (evelynjanick@yahoo.com). 
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IKTINOS HONOR ROLL 
 

Thank you to the following brothers for paying their 2014 Iktinos Alumni Association dues: 

Jim Bowers, Mara Braspennix, Norman Burdick, Paul Couture, Emily Gruman, Peter Heddix, Joe Henderson 

(Rubirius), Shannon Kile, Devon Kinney, Chris Kretovic, Dave Lawrence, George Lilly, Linda Lilly, Bill 

Malvitz, Richard Millman, Al Paas, Seth Pechansky, Dave Pezda, Taylor Pogue, Amy Reineri, Faith Ritz, 

Robert Smith, Hobbs Valley, Dan Whistler, Hans Wiemer and Kevin Wieringa 

Also a special thank you to those who sent an additional contribution to the Iktinos Alumni Association, the 

Iktinos Endowment Fund and/or the Vern Gibbs Scholarship Fund. 

The Iktinos Alumni Association dues remain at $20.00 per year.  If you have not yet paid your 2014 dues, you 

may do so by sending a check payable to the Iktinos Alumni Association to Devon Kinney, 949 Brighton 

Lake Road, Brighton, Michigan, 48116. 
 

THE IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
 

     OFFICERS and BOARD MEMBERS    COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

     Dave Pezda, President (dpezda@yahoo.com)    Data Base, George Lilly 

     Shannon Kile, Vice President (Shannon_b_rocker@yahoo.com)              Events, Linda Lilly 

     Devon Kinney, Treasurer (drose@med.umich.edu)                History Book, Steve Janick 

     Chris Kretovic, Secretary (ckretoviv@yahoo.com)                Newsletter, Linda Lilly 

     Emily Gruman, Board (Emily.gruman@yahoo.com)   Nominations, Kevin Kerwan 

     Steve Janick, Board (sjanick1@yahoo.com)                 Vern Gibbs, Jeanne Hubert 

     Linda Lilly, Board (gelmlilly@netscape.net) 

     Kevin Wieringa Board (wieringa90@gmail.com) 

     Greg Wolfe, Board (gwolfe@umich.edu) 

     Mary Milford (Active WA), Board (marygmil@umich.edu) 
 

FALL ALUMNI SUMMIT  

The fall Alumni Summit will take place near Detroit at the Hilton Garden Inn, Detroit Metro Airport, Romulus, 

Michigan, 17-19 October.  To register and for more information, go to https://alpharhochi.org/alumni/. 
 

ACTIVE/ALUMNI DINNER 

The annual active/alumni dinner will be held on Tuesday, 13 January at the Newport West Clubhouse, 2300 

Down-Up Circle, Ann Arbor.  Appetizers will be served starting at 6:00pm followed by a business meeting 

(the main order of business is selecting the Alumni Association delegate to convention) and a buffet dinner. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS 

Alumni Summit……………………………………….……………………………17-19 October, 2014 

Alumni/Active Dinner, 6:00pm……………………….………………………………..13 January, 2015 

Actives Initiate Pledges…………...…………………….……………………………...17 January, 2015 

National Convention, San Jose, California……………….……………………….…19-21 March, 2015 

Iktinos Alumni Association Picnic*………………………….…………..…………….…Summer, 2015 

*More information will be in the Spring/Summer 2015 newsletter. 
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