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ALPHA RHO CHI FRATERNITY 

IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

NEWSLETTER SPRING/SUMMER 2015 
 

68TH APX CONVENTION 

Four members of the Iktinos Alumni Association attended the 2015 Convention: Mara Braspennix, 

Albert Law, George Lilly and Linda Lilly.  The Thursday evening Welcome reception was held at 

the Tech Museum.  On Friday evening Iktinos alumni and actives got together at the Jade Garden 

for dinner.  At the Saturday evening awards banquet Iktinos was among the honorees.  Patty Hazel 

received a John Ross Scholarship and the Iktinos Chapter received the Whitten award for the best 

GPA in the fraternity.  See page 2 & 3 for a summary of the business sessions. 

       
                       “The Tech” Museum                                         Dinner at the Jade Garden 

      
                                                   Awards and Dancing at the Banquet 
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SAN JOSE CONVENTION 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY BUSINESS SESSIONS 

WGA Laura Schmidt welcomed attendees to the 68th Convention.  There was silence while she 

read the names of brothers that have passed.  The Credentials Committee then seated the delegates.  

WA Chris Doerr represented the Iktinos chapter and Linda Lilly the Alumni Association.  There 

were 40 representing student chapters and alumni associations.  The delegates of chapters that had 

been installed since the previous convention were recognized and applauded.  The standing rules 

were accepted with an amendment.  The amendment concerned last minute motions that try to pass 

as unfinished business from the previous year.  The thought was that if a subject came up in the 

last convention there is certainly enough time to prepare a formal motion to be brought before the 

delegation.  This passed.  The order of business was suspended to review a petition from the newly 

formed Sostratus Alumni Association to be seated at the delegate table.  The vote was unanimous 

and the seating of their delegate brought the total to 41, the most ever at an APX convention.  

Convention officers were elected: Emma Schrantz of Rabirius, President and Camilla Romero of 

Nikon, Secretary.  They appointed Jonathan Conway of Vitruvius as Sargeant at Arms and Randy 

Fernando of Senenmut as Parliamentarian. 

Volunteers came forward to serve on the Audit, Resolutions and Nominations Committees.  Laura 

Schmidt gave the report of the Grand Council, explaining where funds come from and where they 

are dispersed.  Insurance accounts for 10% of the budget, it covers the national organization, 

chapters and alumni associations, but not individuals.  New this year was a roundtable for faculty 

advisors which took place in Houston.  The Grand Council felt that this was successful and plan 

to do it again later this year.  Laura would like to eliminate the need for certified mail and go with 

DocuSign.  Certified mail is a huge inconvenience for both the sender and the recipient.  She also 

announced a contest with prizes open to all members of the fraternity to make a video “Who Is 

APX?” 

The Hadrian Chapter gave a presentation on risk management.  The APX Foundation report was 

given by Treasurer Chuck Nickel.  The Nominating Committee reported that Emily Bowers of 

Rabirius will be a candidate for her second term as WGE.  There were no candidates for WGAA.  

Current WGAA Mara Braspennix has decided not to seek a second term.  This is because of a new 

career opportunity which will not be compatible with serving as WGAA.   The nominations were 

closed.  This concluded the Friday business session.  In the afternoon attendees heard from keynote 

speaker, Dr. Leon Segal of Innovationship on “Design Thinking”. 

The Saturday session began with unfinished business.  There was a proposal to allow an active 

who is still in school, but has not yet received a degree after five years be allowed to join the 

alumni association.  This failed.  However later under new business a committee was appointed to 

further investigate this.  Also during new business two resolutions passed: 1) A change in the 

bylaws describing the convention to comply with new Illinois law.  2) As discussed earlier in the 

Grand Council report the wording was changed to allow for DocuSign.  Emily Bowers was 

reelected as WGE. 
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CONVENTION (CONT.) 

  There was still no candidate for WGAA.  The Grand Council will make an appointment.  This 

was followed by suggestions for the betterment of the fraternity. Chapters and Alumni 

Associations were encouraged to post events on the APX website.  The Convention Planner 

announced that the 2016 convention will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina and the 2017 

convention will be in Portland, Oregon.  The 68th Convention was adjourned. 

         
                                Convention Officers                                                   Iktinos Delegates 

 

JANUARY PLEDGE INITIATION 

In January our active chapter initiated 19 pledges.  The Iktinos Alumni Association welcomes our 

new brothers!  

 

January, 2015 Initiates 

       

      Region 5 Director Maggie Mueller and President Dave Pezda speaks to pledges 

       Iktinos WA Chris Doerr quiz pledges  about the role of the alumni association. 

              on APX facts and history . 
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FOUNDERS DAY, 25 APRIL 

The 2015 Founders Day celebration began with an opportunity to review student projects and a barbecue 

lunch prepared by our actives.  They also distributed copies of their chapter newsletter, asked everyone to 

sign congratulation cards for the seniors and displayed the Whitten award that they received at Convention.  

WA Chris Doerr welcomed and introduced the parents of actives.  President Dave Pezda on behalf of the 

Alumni Association again welcomed everyone and thanked the actives for the delicious lunch.  He and 

Vice President Shanon Kile presented APX medallions to the graduating seniors.  WGAA Mara 

Braspennix who was the first winner of a Vern Gibbs Scholarship in 2000 presented scholarships to this 

year’s recipients.  These were Alyssa Kargl, Patricia Hazle, Mary Milford and Chris Doerr.  The alums 

then retreated to a classroom for their annual meeting. 

Dave Pezda called the meeting to order and held the roll call.  He then suspended the order of business so 

that Charlie Wojtas of our student chapter could show APX items that our actives are selling as a fund 

raiser.  These included a thermos, key chain and stickers.  These will be featured on a future Facebook 

post so that those who were not in attendance will have an opportunity to purchase.  The minutes of last 

year’s meeting were approved.   Dave then discussed our finances and our funds managed by the APX 

Foundation.  It was asked that the newsletter editor include an article to further explain these funds.  (See 

article page 7).  He announced upcoming activities: Summer Picnic and Welcome back to A2 Party.  (See 

article on page 9.)  There was no old business.  The Treasurer’s Report from Devon Kinney and the 

Executive Assistant’s Report from George Lilly were approved.  It was noted that our income to our 

checking account is less than our expenses.  WA Chris Doerr reported on behalf of the chapter.  They had 

several fundraising activities this year, but the biggest money maker was the APX Grilled Cheese Sales.  

Their professional visit this year was again to Angelini and Associates, but this time to a construction site.  

For philanthropy they “upcycled” furniture for the Habitat for Humanity ReStore to improve the resale 

value.  The Social activities included a visit to the Dexter Cider Mill.  Linda Lilly reported on events and 

communications.  To cut down on expenses she suggested that we only send out one newsletter per year 

and that the second newsletter be distributed via email.  This was approved with the stipulation that 

postcards be sent out to gather additional emails.   

Mara Braspennix reported on National Convention.  Steve Janick reported on the progress of the history 

book.  He expects it to be finished this summer.   

Kevin Kerwin reported for the nominating committee.  Shannon Kile was reelected Vice President and 

Kevin Kerwin was elected Secretary.  Chris Kertovic has served as Secretary since 1998 and felt that he 

would like to step aside.  We thank Chris for his many years of service to our alumni association. 

                 

             BBQ in Courtyard                                        Lining Up for Lunch 
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FOUNDER’S DAY PHOTOS (Cont.) 

 

    

     Vern Gibbs Scholarship Recipients                         Graduating Seniors 

 

    
                                                          Alumni Business Meeting 

 

FALL, 2014 ALUMNI SUMMIT 

 

The Alumni Summit was held in October, 2014 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Romulus, Michigan, near the 

Detroit Metro Airport.  On Friday evening they got together at a local restaurant. The meeting began on 

Saturday morning and ran until 5:00pm with a break for boxed lunches.  There were 23 attendees 

representing 18 alumni associations.  WGAA Mara Braspennix began the meeting with a recap of the 

spring meeting.  She remarked that the Grand Council was receptive to the ideas generated at the previous 

meeting.  Mara also spoke about the “lifetime” experience of APX.  This led to a discussion of what can 

be done to reactivate alumni.  Reports from committees that were formed at the last meeting were heard 

including the role and responsibilities of an Alumni Director and establishing more Metro Associations.  

On Saturday evening they dined at a Mexican restaurant in Detroit. 

     
                                     Alumni Summit Business Meeting and Dinner 
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CELEBRATING THE END OF THE SEMESTER 

 

     
In December, the Iktinos active chapter invited members of the Alumni Association to join 

them at Shiva’s Restaurant on State Street to celebrate the end of final exams and projects. 

 

ACTIVE/ALUMNI DINNER 

 

In January Iktinos actives and alumni got together at the Newport West Clubhouse for their annual 

dinner.  They sampled a cheese and cracker tray while catching up on how everyone spent the 

holiday break.  President Dave Pezda then called the group to order for a brief business meeting.  

Normally the delegate to Convention is selected at this time, but they had not yet heard back from 

those who plan to attend Convention.  Therefore this was tabled and the delegate will be chosen 

via an e-meeting of the officers and board.  Jeanne Hubert gave a report on the Vern Gibbs 

Scholarship.  She has sent the submission forms to our actives.  Linda Lilly made a motion to 

increase the amount of scholarships by using all or part of the recommended distribution from the 

Iktinos Endowment in addition to the recommended distribution from the Vern Gibbs Scholarship 

Fund.  Last year some of the earnings from the Iktinos Endowment were used to pay for the 

reformatting and updating of the Iktinos History Book, but we have no projects such as that 

planned for 2015.  Once we receive the report from the APX Foundation and we know how much 

money we have to work with and Jeanne’s committee has judged the submissions from our actives, 

we will decide on exact sums to award at Founders Day.  The motion passed.  Dave announced 

that the Alumni Association has reserved the Willow Shelter at Pinkney Recreation Area for a 

family picnic to be held on Saturday 25 July.  (See article on Page 9.)  The meeting was adjourned 

and everyone enjoyed a fondue supper. 
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IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES 

At the Founders Day meeting, Treasurer Devon Kinney said that she has received questions about the 

contributions and funds that appear on our dues form.  The first line is the $20.00 annual Alumni 

Association dues.  The second line is for those who would like to make an additional contribution to 

our operating funds.  These funds cover the printing and mailing of our newsletter, paying our annual 

State of Michigan corporation fee, medallions for graduating seniors and taking our active chapter out 

to Friday dinner at Convention. Convention registration fees do not include food on Friday evening.  

Only food and non-alcoholic beverages are paid from alumni association funds.  Alums in attendance 

split the bar bill from their pockets for themselves and any actives over 21.  The food for the Welcome 

Back to Ann Arbor party and the Alumni/Active Dinner is prepared and donated by local alumni.  Our 

alumni association is incorporated as a non-profit organization, but not a charitable organization 

therefore neither the dues nor any other contributions to the association are tax deductible.  However, 

these contributions help to maintain ties among alumni and with our students.  The Alumni Association 

checking account is completely separate from any of the funds described below. 

The next line is for contributions to the Vern Gibbs Scholarship fund.  This was begun with a $5,000.00 

bequest from Brother Gibbs.  The fund is now at $10,062.00.  We use this money to award scholarships 

to our actives.  Depending on the quality of submissions we have awarded from one to four 

scholarships annually.  This fund is managed for us by the APX Foundation which is an educational 

charity so donations to the Vern Gibbs Scholarship Fund are tax deductible.  In addition the APX 

Foundation manages the Iktinos Endowment Fund for us so these donations are also tax deductible.  

This was started with a $20,000.00 bequest from Brother Chamberlain.  It is now at $48,885.00.  

Because this fund is linked with the Vern Gibbs Scholarship Fund, we can and have used this to 

supplement the recommended distribution amount so that we can appropriately honor our scholarship 

recipients.  For example this year the Vern Gibbs Committee suggested four awards; one of $500.00 

and three of $300.00 totaling $1,400.00, however the recommended distribution from Vern Gibbs was 

only $800.00.  The remainder of the money came from the Iktinos Endowment Fund.  We have also 

used this fund for other educational purposes such as the Iktinos History book.  If at some time we 

decide to provide a fraternity house for our chapter we can borrow this money from ourselves in the 

sense that one can borrow from one’s IRA to buy a house.  

There is also an Iktinos Fund administered by the University of Michigan for our active chapter.  Our 

chapter uses this fund to help with their Convention expenses and for sponsoring educational seminars 

held at the architecture school.  Although this fund was initially started by our alumni association, it 

has absolutely nothing at all to do with the above described funds.  However the alumni association 

would like to remind our members that when you donate to the University of Michigan, please 

designate your contribution to the Iktinos Fund at the Taubman School of Architecture.  This is tax 

deductible, your name will be included in the list of donors in the architecture school publication and 

it is very much appreciated by our actives.         

A dues form is included with this newsletter. Please make your check payable to the Iktinos Alumni 

Association and send it to Devon Kinney, 949 Brighton Lake Road, Brighton, Michigan, 48116.  If 

you prefer to send in your dues via PayPal, please go to the Iktinos Alumni Association Facebook 

page at http://apxumich.com/alumni/ . 
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CONDOLENCES 

 

After the fall/winter newsletter was sent out, the editor heard from Carolyn Stephenson that her 

husband, Brother Fred Stephenson had passed.  Carolyn wrote that she and Fred had both worked 

on their life histories for their children and others to read.  Here are some excerpts of what she has 

sent to the Iktinos Alumni Association Newsletter. 

Fred was an unusual architect.  The family moved from Michigan to Kansas in 1961 so that he 

could research the potential for more cost efficient ways to produce buildings.  He taught at the 

University of Kansas for eight years, which included eight months leave for work at the Institute 

for Applied Technology in Washington, DC.  He was a pioneer in the application of performance 

methodology, in architecture and the development of industrialized building systems.  He was 

architect for hundreds of buildings of various kinds and types, many of them built in the Kansas 

City, Missouri area.  Fred worked for Butler Manufacturing for ten years and started his own 

business in 1988. 

Fred’s interests included model railroads, model ships and antique cars.  Carolyn was the owner 

of a dollhouse store.  This led Fred to write a book on dollhouse construction and finishing plus a 

series of dollhouse plans sold nationwide.  He wrote 50 articles for dollhouse magazines. 

Carolyn concluded her note “I have been blessed with many friends and family, but, of course, I 

miss him.”  A sympathy card was sent on behalf of the Iktinos Alumni Association.  

  

Brother Michael Patrick Burton passed away on 5 October, 2014 at the age of 26.  Brother 

Burton received his BS from the University of Michigan in 2009 and completed his Master of 

Architecture with distinction from Harvard despite battling cancer.  Memorial services were held 

in California, New York and Michigan.  Usually the alumni association does not send flowers, 

however in this case an arrangement of white roses (our fraternity flower) was sent to the service 

held in Michigan.  His classmates have started a scholarship fund.  If you wish to donate go to 

https://leadersandbest.umich.edu/find/#/scu/caup, use the “Write in Your Gift” button and write in 

Michael Burton Memorial Architecture Scholarship. 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

 

  

On Saturday evening after Founders Day, 

some of the Alums got together at Carlyle 

Restaurant on Jackson Road to toast the 

anniversary of Alumni VP Shannon & 

James Kile. 

  

 
 

 

https://leadersandbest.umich.edu/find/#/scu/caup
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DON’T FORGET TO MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE EVENTS!!! 

 

25 July, 12:00 noon………………………………………………………….Iktinos Family Picnic 

September or October………………………………………………….....Actives Initiate Pledges 

9 September, 6:00pm……….………………………………………Welcome Back to Ann Arbor 

9-11 October………………………………………………………………………Alumni Summit 

 

Iktinos Family Picnic:  The Iktinos Alumni Association has reserved the Willow Shelter at the 

Pinckney Recreation Area for a family picnic, starting at 12:00 noon on Saturday, 25 July.  The 

Shelter has a barbecue, covered picnic tables and is close to the lake and a children’s play area.  

All alums, their spouses, children and grandchildren are invited.  The alumni association will 

provide burgers, sausages, buns, condiments and paper plates, napkins and plastic tableware.  

Water and soft drinks will also be provided.  Alcoholic beverages are permitted at Pinckney.  

Attendees can bring wine or beer.  There is not a charge for this event however the picnic 

committee suggests a donation of $5.00 per adult to help defray expenses.  No donation is 

necessary for children.  There will be a donation bowl at the picnic.  Attendees are asked to bring 

an appetizer, salad or dessert to share.  RSVP to Linda Lilly (734-2226069 or 

gelmlilly@netscape.net).   Please indicate how many will be attending with you and if you will 

be bringing children.  If there are enough children, we will organize a special activity for them.   

Actives Initiate Pledges:  Our active chapter will be initiating pledges in September or October.  

When they have an exact date, an email reminder will be sent out. 

Welcome Back to A2 Party:  The Iktinos Alumni Association will welcome our student chapter 

back to Ann Arbor after their summer break on 9 September, 6:00pm.  This will take place at the 

home of George and Linda Lilly, 2274 Rivenoak Court, Ann Arbor, 48103.  A buffet supper will 

be served. 

Alumni Summit:  The Alumni Summit will take place 9-11 October in Tucson, Arizona.  For 

more information, see the APX National web site at https://alpharhochi.org/.  Look under events. 

 

NEWS FROM OUR BROTHERS 

 

                              
During the Christmas holidays, Steve  Bother Keith Weiland and his wife Lois 

& Evelyn Janick, Bill & Marie Malvitz,  Grant have moved from Atlanta to 

and Peter & Rena VanderHeide got   Sarasota.  The Alumni Association wishes 

together at the Oak City Grill.   them all the best in their new home.  

https://alpharhochi.org/
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THE IKTINOS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
 

OFFICERS and BOARD MEMBERS     COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Dave Pezda, President (dpezda@yahoo.com)    Data Base, George Lilly  

Shannon Kile, Vice President (Shannon_b_rocker@yahoo.com)  Events, Linda Lilly 

Devon Kinney, Treasurer (drose@med.umich.edu)   History Book, Steve Janick 

Kevin Kerwan, Secretary (kkerwan@umich.edu)    Newsletter, Linda Lilly 

Emily Gruman, Board (Emily.gruman@gmail.com)   Nominations, Open 

Steve Janick, Board (s.janick1@yahoo.com)    Vern Gibbs, Jeanne Hubert 

Linda Lilly, Board (gelmlilly@netscape.net) 

Kevin Wierenga, Board (wierenga90@gmail.com) 

Greg Wolfe, Board (gwolfe@umich.edu) 

Chris Doerr (Active WA), Board (cjdoerr@umich.edu) 

 

IKTINOS ARCHIVES ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 

Brothers that attended the Iktinos Centennial Celebration at the Michigan League in January, 2014 

had the opportunity to peruse a display of our chapter’s archives.  These archival panels were 

augmented with memorabilia that brothers brought in January and updated with photos of the 

centennial celebration.  They were then displayed at the National Convention in Chicago.  These 

40+ panels began with what was happening in the world when APX was founded in 1914.  The 

next panel included pre-1914 photographs and documents from Sigma Upsilon, the forerunner to 

the Iktinos chapter.  They then showed the history of our chapter in five year segments.  Some 

segments required as many as three panels to show everything that was going on.  This vast display 

posed a problem for storage.  However before disassembling the panels, they were photographed.  

Photographs of the panels can be viewed on our website.  Go to our active chapter’s website at 

http://apxumich.com/ and click on Alumni Association, then scroll down to “Links”.  We hope 

you enjoy learning more about our history.  
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